Typically, the philosophical and ethical discussions brought forth by biomedical scientists and clinicians in regard to advancements in biotechnology are limited to a per-patient basis. The discussion facilitated by the authors in this volume, edited by Nico Stehr, expands these conversations onto a larger, societal level through anthropology, law, economics, political science, and sociology to underscore the impact technologies have on our society.

Every essay in this volume, first published in 2004 in hardcover and recently re-released in paperback, touches on two major themes---first, commercial interests greatly impact the technology that is developed and maintained on the markets, and second, social science inquiries are mandatory for social success in a time of quickly developing technology and to predict potential negative side effects before they are larger problems than can be dealt with. The specifics of each essay entangle these themes with four narratives, cornerstones of the four parts of this collection: historical and theoretical perspectives, the influence of biotechnology on commerce and vice versa, how biotechnology is regulated on a federal level, and how specific advances impact the societies in which they are exposed to.

Of particular interest to the readers of the *Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine*, there are several essays that speak on the topic of specific technological advances. Nikolas Rose speaks to how extensive, and growing, chemical drug use is in "psychopharmacological societies" (p. 90) and how these drugs impact the way in which happiness and normalcy is defined in these societies---highlighting the importance of analyzing the trends of prescriptions (to analyze the role physicians play in shaping social norms). Anne Kerr brings forth an important conversation of the social responsibility clinicians and scientists hold with public education and public engagement, critical for policy making to not lie in the arms of just the biomedical community, but the community as a whole.

Bioethical, political, and economic discussions are critical in a time when technological advancement is at its highest rate and this volume is highly recommended as a guide to guide these conversations.
